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If funding goal is
met, KML may add
football to lineup

By JUDY HARLOW
Daily News.Staff

'';$'
"Ready, shift. Hutl, Hut 2."
Starting next fall, those. words

could be heard' at Kette Moraine
Lutheran High School, if the
committee working on raising
funds reaches a goal established by

. the school's board of controls as a
condition for starting a football
program in 200L.
"Back in August, our board

passed a resolution we could play
football in the fall of 2001, providing
we could raise funds needed for
set-up costs," Len .Collyard, the
athletic director of the school, saidÌast week. '

After the decision was made, a
group of parents, inCluding Terry
and Lori Koth of Germantown,
Steve and Kathy Bintz of Jackson,
Mark and Tish Rundel of
Menomonee Falls, and Todd and
Betty Mathies of Newburg, began
the task of raising those funds. All
have boys who wil be attending
KML in the future, according to
Collyard, who said, "We've kind of
set a $35,000 figure" for the goal,

basicaly to equip approximately 60players. ,
And how is the effort going so far?

"We have a litle over $10,000 that
has come in to this point in time,"
Collyard said. "I'm hoping by the
middle of December we'll have
made enough headway they (board

, members) are' satisfied, so we can
. see our way clear to start ordering
(equipment) and things like that."

Collyard also said an anonymous
donor has come forward and
offered to match "a sizeable portion
of what has been donated."

The plans are to start with a
freshman team next fal, Collyard
said, indi,cating perhaps there
would alsõ be a junior varsity
schedule set up for the upperclass'
men.

"We want them to have a positive
experience," Collyard said,
concerning the decision to start
'with freshmen playing, against
other freshmen, rather than
starting with a varsity team and
having the. players struggle against
more experienced teams.

In 2002, the team would have a
freshman and JV team, and in 2003,
there would be a varsity team but it
would not play in the Parkland
Conference. That would come in
2004 when, Collyard said, "We

,., .i!_ _6___ __1__.1-_.1_ ':_J... J.'L..

schooL.
"Thatds all in the works with our

building program, too;" Collyard
said, explaining another construc-
tion phase was just approved by the
board, including $770,000 for field
work.

The Rettler Company out of
Stevens Point, which drew up plans
for Hartford Union High's new
field, already has a concept plan of '
what the outdoor facilties could
look like.

When asked about teachers on
the staf who might be interested in
coaching football, Collyard said,'
"We have some people who are
interested in being assistant
coaches," and school officials
would like to hire or bring in a
teacher with a good background in
the sport to be the head coach.

Talk about having a football team
at KML began 10-15 years ago,
according to Collyard, who said the
major concerns were the high cost
involved with starting the sport
and having enough students in the
school to field footbal and soccer
teams.in the falL. He is now
convinced there wil be enough.
"We're expecfing tp go over 400

(students) next year," Collard said,
reporting he took à. survey of
incoming freshmen boys, and 15-20
indicated "pretty solidly they
would go out for football," with
another 13 saying they would,
participate in soccer.

"I'm comfortable with it at this
point in time," Collyard, who has
been the athletic direçtor at the
school since 1976, said.

Lori Koth and her husbanl.,
Terry, have been involved in the
project since it was started,

Lori Koth said the effort started
with just four familes, but, "Now,
we've opened it up. At the last
meeting, we had about 30 parents.
We're all looking to the future,"
Koth said, indicating the group is
seeking individual donation and
not using fund raisers to reach
their goaL.

The Koths have a son in fourth
grade who is already playing
organtz,ed footbal in Geriantowri.

"We want him to go. there

(KML)," Koth said, indicating there
are options, like going to Wisconsin
Lutheran High School or
Winnebago Lutheran Academy,
like her husband did; living'with a
,family in Fond du Lac so he could
nl~v fnnth~l1,whfm hp. wii~ in hiiih
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. "I'm comfortable with ìt at this
point in time," Collyard, who has
been the athletic direçtor at the
school since 1976, said.

Lori Koth and her husban~
Terry, have been involved in the
project since it was started;

Lori Koth said the effort started
with just four familes, but, "Now,
we've operieditup. At the last.
meeting, we had about:30 parents.
We're al looking tothe future,"
Koth said, indicating the group is
seeking individual. donation and
riot using fund raisers to reach
their goal. ;

The Koths have a son in fourth
grade. who is,already pliiying
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"We;wanthim,to go there
(KML)," Roth said, indicatingtielJe
are options, likegoing to Wisconsin
LutheraIl High. School or
Winnebago Lutheran Academy,
like her husband did;living 'with a
,family in Fond du Lac so he could
play footbal when he was in highschooL. . .

Koth said some boys can't. make
the basketbal or basebal teams,
but since footbailis. "a non-cut
sport," everyone who goes out wil
be' on theteain, "Plus, we think
there might be a significant
nl:ber of kidsnot going to KML
because they don't have football."

\0

"Plus, we think ther~~rright be a significånt .
numberof kids not going to KML because

they don't have footbalL."

, - Lori Koth ..
Parentand member of group seeking tÒ bring football to Kettle

Moraine Lutheran High School
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